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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 8 sheets, including this cover sheet. 
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(see Rule 70.1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). '^uinoriiy 
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I S Basis of the report 

II □ Priority 

III □ Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

IV □ Lack of unity of invention 

" ^ ^^tT^ statement under Article 35(2) with regard to noverty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
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I. Basis of the report 



Description, pages: 



as originally filed 



Claims, No.: 

1-15 



as originally filed 



2. The annendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
□ the description, 



pages. 

□ the claims, ^05.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 3«;/9\ 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


1-15 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


1-15 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-15 


No: 


Claims - 
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2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form 



_l!ll!!l]f|i^[^f[^PP^^ PCT/IB99/00602 



see separate sheet 



or contents of the international application have been noted: 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 
see separate sheet 
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International application No. PCT/IB99/00602 



The application is directed towards a liquid disinfecting composition comprising an 
effective amount of a disinfecting material and a poly(alkylene glycol) alkyi ether The 
composition is used as a non-streak hard surface cleaner. 



The following documents will be mentioned in this report: 



D1: 
D2: 
D3: 



DE 196 36 114 A (SCHUMACHER HENNING DR) 12 March 1998 
WO 97 31093 A (PROCTER & GAMBLE) 28 August 1997 
WO 97 25106 A (PROCTER & GAMBLE) 17 July 1997 
D4: GB-A-2 298 791 (STEPAN CO) 18 September 1 996 
D5: WO 94 17661 A (MENNO CHEMIE VERTRIEB GMBH) 18 August 1994 
D6: WO 97 42276 A (PROCTER & GAMBLE) 13 November 1 997 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Novelty (Article 33(2) PCT) 

D1 discloses a disinfecting agent containing an active substance and one or more 
glycol ethers and/or one or more glycol esters. The glycol ether or glycol ester has 
the formula RrO(CH,-CH3-0).-R, (R, is a straight or branched chain 1-7C alkyI or 
acyl group, n is 1-4 and R, is H or a straight or branched chain 1-7C alkyI or acyl 
group). Although the composition of the present application is generically described 
in this document, there are no novelty-destroying examples in D1. 

D2 relates to disinfecting compositions comprising a peroxy bleach, an amphoteric 
surfactant, glutaraldehyde and an antimicrobial essential oil or an active thereof (cf 
page 13. line 36-page 14, line 28) Preferred hydrophobic non-ionic surfactants to be 

HU(C,H,0)„(C3HeO),H wherein R is a C6 to C22 alkyI chain or a C6 to C28 alkyI 
benzene chain, and wherein n+m is from 0 to 20 and n is from 0 to 15 and m is from 
0 to 20. preferably n-.m is from 1 to 1 5. n and m are from 0.5 to 1 5, more preferablv 
n-hm is from 1 to 10 and n and m are from 0 to 10. It would therefore appear tha. 
liquid disinfecting compositions of the present application are suggested by D2 in that 
the preferred hydrophobic non-ionic surfactants according to D2 encomp. 
compounds falling under the scope of the poly(alkylene glycol) alkyI ethers of the 
present application. Looking at the examples of D2, the non-ionic surfactants used 
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are Dobanol 23.3® (ROrCoH OWr w n\ u u 

R IS a mixture of C9 to Cl 1 alkvi nH.-.r. ^"^^^2"4U^(C3HeO)^H where 

:r:rro:.^, - - r^^r 

ester o, .he presen. ^ZT.'CZT^^Z T''""'"' 

to compounds wtiere n is greater than 21 ^h^ h . "'^ restricted 

also be seen to be disclosed r o mtn^D^ a T""'"' 

according to D2 can be used in m , ~"'P°='«°"5 <" the examples 

.spense^cciaim :rr ^ 

a:ti:::::,\re:r:rnr^^^^^^^^^^ 

passage as D2 with respect to h. / " °' -^""'^'"^ 

paragraph -dginT a^^J T;^^^^^^^^ 

su.ac.ant. novelt. .th respict to^il^ rracro^C " 

tuberculosis causing Itia l a r T"°""" '""^"^'"^ ^°"'^«'"9 ^ 
S wt. . 0, an alMe^gtrrorer rr ^^^^^^^^ 
mono-, di. and trialkylene glycol ethers wherrthe ^vte el! """""^ °' 

of branched chain alkvlene and .h» .IT ^ °" ^ ^'^'^ ^"^'3^<'- 

branched chain alk^e g "rPe hv 1 1, T°" °' ^ ^"^^ °' 

A • . ^ ^'^'QtnVlenP glycol mnnnhi.twl pfhpr /'rf nar.^ 7 r 

Aga,n there are no exampleTi^^^^^j^f^^;;^^ 

^'^2^::^::::; °' - — tion o, 

Phenols, preferably ™! meThvlnh"':""' ' """"^ °' °' — ' 

effective inorganic acil oreLtr ' ' ' ' Kera.olytically 
ormixedtogre'as dis^ 

.ormula MeO,CH.CH.O ^e ' 8 oTaT:' T"'"' """" ^''^'^ °* 
and <c, sodiL';r p'ota^l^sr ^^^^^^^^^^ 
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surtactam and an 8-,8C alcoho, an op ZTv a'^f h""'"" ' '^'""^'"^ 
hydrophobic non-ionic surfactant The hvZl ' ' " ^nd a 

'o^ula C.EO,H Where C is the yd ocalTcr- "T"^' °< 
'he iength of its hydrocarbon c^r SO I ' " ^'^"'"9 "^^'--1, x 

e.hoxy,a,ion.xis9.,8,preferabiyt uandthtr ' ^^"^^^ ^^^^ 
Claim 4 of the present application s ates 11 d T''' ' ''^^'^^^"'V '°-^0. 
Therefore it would appear that ,he s b ectl"^ f'"' '° 
- and 1S is no, novel with resprctrCrt^To" ' ^' 
'• '"ventive Step (Article 33(3) PCT) 

»• Taking document D6 as the nio^^.* 

streaking, (disinfecting, hard surtace cleTners'c" 

surfactantwhichcanbeofforrnulaCEOH fcrthTrr'"' ' 

starting material, x the length of its hJdro^arbo oh cT*"" °' ^" 

degree of ethoxylation, and an S-iectohol the d « ' '""'^ ^"^ ^ ^^^^^^ 

and the subject-matter of the present atlica ion? 

Of disinfectant compound used and sec nd, " '^^ 

ionic surfactant used. The assumptLn mads h °" °' 

formula C,EO,H as defined in D6) the suhl ""'^ ^ ""^^^^^nt of 
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application are to be Objected to on , hVn . ! '''^ °' *^ P^^=^"' 

in.e,i..otaco.birnret;^:r;::o:r.ror:^ 

argumentation can be given for document D3 

compositions fulfilling the object of thPnmcont ^° 
compositions having minimi.! Tea^^^^^^^^^ " ^'-^'"^-'"^ 

VII Certain defects in the international application 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5 Ifaifii) PPT noith ^ . 
background art disclosed in documents DinLh ■ '^'^"^"^ 

have these documents beenTeX?^^^^^^^^^ 

VIII Certain observations on the international application 

i- The subject-matter of claim 1 of the application 



IS considered very broad in scope ii 
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Tblfn' h' 7"'"^ "'-"^ ■^""^"■'"'^^ - u.subs.i,u.ed linear 
or branched hydrocarbon chain having from 1 ,o 30 carbon atoms-. The exalptes 
,n the app„ca.,on only show concrete support ,or the substituants H and ChX R 
E. and Pr for R, and Bu and Me for R3. There is therefore not considered .0 b^ 
f ,o,en evidence in the appiication .hat the whole subject-.atter o, la . and 
also, ,n part, claim 2 actually solves the problem posed by the present apolicLfr 

hTf ^ ^ 

Which has been cleaned therewith. Furthermore, what the applicant described as a 
po MalMene glycol, alkyi ether would, from the formula given appearl en ompass 
not only al.yl ethers but also other types of efher as well as esters, for example 

" :iie~: pcTr""'" ' °' -"-^ - 

ii. There can be seen no support in the description for the subject-matter of claim 10. 
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